A consultation, by any other name.
The decision to report a consultation code is based on a number of factors, including: the existence of a request from a physician or other authorized source for opinion or advice, documentation of the face-to-face patient encounter, and a written report of the findings, opinions or advice to the attending physician. Depending upon practice location, relationship with the referring physician population, number of self-referred patients, and other factors, some practices will report primarily consultation codes, whereas others may assign more codes for new patient visits.